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Program 
 
 
11:45 Welcome address by a representative from the German Federal Ministry for 

the Environment 
 
Chaired by  
Alexander Carius (Adelphi Research) and  
Geoffrey Dabelko (Woodrow Wilson Center) 

 
11:50 Dr. Alexander Lopez (FUNPADEM): Introduction to the Roundtable   
 
12:00 General Presentations  
  

John Prendergast (International Crisis Group):  
Conflict prevention and resolution in Africa 

Dr. Anthony Turton (Africa Water Issues Research Unit):                                  
 Securitization and Desecuritization Dynamics of Transboundary River 

Basins 
Dr. Ursula Oswald (Latin American Peace Research Association):     

Human, gender, and environmental security: a new paradigm for 
sustainable peace cultures 

 
12:30 Discussion 
 
12:50 Case Studies 
 
 Michael Odhiambo (Resources Conflict Institute):  

Limits of Law: Courts in the management of natural resource conflicts in 
Kenya 

Dr. Larry Swatuk (University of Botswana):     
Recent initiatives in the Okavango river basin/delta region: their problems 
and possibilities towards building regional peace  

 
13:10 Discussion 
 
13:45 end of meeting 
 



 

The Roundtable on Environment, Development, and Sustainable Peace aims to: 

• Provide an overview of public sector institutions and civil society initiatives on 
sustainable development, environmental cooperation, and conflict prevention 

• Identify and present relevant initiatives in the South, both academic and on the 
ground activities 

• Identify interesting case studies that have not yet been adequately explored 

• Discuss key elements of a constructive agenda to deal with environment and 
conflict linkages and the promotion of peace through sustainable development 

• Discuss perspectives of future networking on this dimension. 
 

Among a series of topics the following key aspects will be addressed: 

• Linkages among environment, development, population, poverty, and conflict 

• Global environmental change, local vulnerability, environmental refugees, and 
conflict 

• Transboundary, regional, and local cooperation on sustainable resource 
management and environmental protection as a tool for confidence building 

• Trade in natural resources and conflict 

• Alternative or indigenous conflict resolution mechanisms. 

 
The Environment, Development, and Sustainable Peace Initiative 
 

The Roundtable on Environment, Development, and Sustainable Peace originated 
from the Environment, Development, and Sustainable Peace Initiative (EDSP). EDSP 
is an international effort to bridge the gap between Northern and Southern 
perspectives on environment, development, population, poverty, conflict, and peace 
linkages. The EDSP Initiative's primary goal is to facilitate a constructive dialogue 
among Northern and Southern policy-makers, practitioners, journalists, and scholars 
on mitigating environmental contributions to conflict and developing a constructive 
environment, development and sustainable peace agenda.  

On this path, the first important step was taken last April when a core group of 
distinguished practitioners and scholars from around the world met in Costa Rica to 
discuss the topic of transboundary water cooperation as a tool for confidence building 
and achieving sustainable peace. Furthermore, a one day regional workshop was 
held engaging 25 practitioners and scientist working in the area. The topic was on 
Environment, Development and Conflict Prevention in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 



 

 
 

  

 
 
 

EDSP is a joint project initiated by three partner organisations 
 
The Foundation of Foreign Service for Peace and Democracy (FUNPADEM), a non-
governmental, non-profit organisation based in San José, Costa Rica. FUNPADEM 
supports the development and strengthening of the societies of Central America.  
 
The Woodrow Wilson Center’s Environmental Change and Security Project (ECSP) 
in Washington, DC serves as an information clearinghouse on the views, activities 
and policy initiatives falling under the ru<bric of ‘environment, population and 
security’.  
 
Adelphi Research is a Berlin-based non-profit organisation active in the area of 
sustainability science, policy analysis and public policy consulting.  
 
The Environment, Development and Sustainable Peace Project originated from the 
2000 annual meeting of the Bellagio Forum for Sustainable Development (BFSD), 
and is co-sponsored by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (BMZ) through the German Agency for Technical Co-operation (GTZ), 
and the Swiss Agency for Development and Co-operation (SDC). EDSP has been 
endorsed by the Global Environmental Change and Human Security Project 
(GECHS) of the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global 
Environmental Change (IHDP). 
 
For further information on EDSP or the Roundtable please contact: 
 
Esther Schroeder-Wildberg 
Adelphi Research 
Caspar-Theyß-Str. 14 a 
14193 Berlin 
Germany 
 
Phone.: +49 30 8900068-70 
Fax.: +49 30 8900068-10  
e-mail: wildberg@adelphi-research.de 
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